164 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [vol. xv.

harmony, and when all seemed to be going along together
we have found not to be the most suitable to try religious
character for then almost any one could appear like a
christian but when old customs some of which were
mere relics of paganism were to be laid aside, and regula-
tions substituted in accordance with civilisation and the
gospel, and when efforts were made to have righteousness
and justice succeed to unrighteousness &c. on that lax state
of things which characterized their former state. One
very manifest effect of these trials has been to establish
such as we have reason to believe are the children of God
more firmly in the truth, so that more dependance can be
placed upon them, and they act also more in consistence
with the character of christianity. So that I rather rejoice
than otherwise for all the trials which we have hitherto
been called to pass thro. As might be infered from such
a state of things in the nation religious feeling was at a
very low ebb. Most of last year so much were the minds
of the people generally occupied with their National affairs,
that it seemed difficult to turn them off upon any other
subject.

Since my last three have been excommunicated and eight
are now under censure; some of these however appear to
give evidence of penitence. Two have left the place and
gone to a distant part of the Territory without permission,
leaving now in regular standing forty members. Ten
children have heen baptised and one adult on profession of
faith; and there have been four deaths in the church.

Nov. 6t A Munsee Indian who came to this place over
a year previous from Canada called upon me with an in-
terpreter in order to give up a family idol. This man
whose name is Big-Deer is upwards of 50 years of age, and
since removing to this place, thro’ the influence of this
family above mentioned has attended meetings constantly
and gives some evidence of a change of heart.

The history of this idol was very interesting. He said
that his mother gave it to him before her death which oc-



